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Lake Acres         45,780 CPW Managed                   23,005 Private

Stream Miles        2,633 Sport fish      5,690 Native species

South Platte Angler Days 1,844,000 days / year

Platte Basin Angler Days 2,389,000 days/ year



²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΩǎ 
Economy

·Statewide Economic Output for fishing = $1.9 billion

·Statewide in 2012 sold 739,885 resident fishing licenses

·South Platte Basin = $863,ooo,000

·Most commonly targeted species: Brown, Rainbow, 
Cutthroat

·Average angler fished 24 days/year .  (2011)



Greenback Recovery: 
an ESA Success Story

·"ÅÌÉÅÖÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÅØÔÉÎÃÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ΫγέΪȭÓ

·Mining pollution, overharvest, introduction of others

·Population found 1957 in RMNP, additional found in 
1965 and 1970.

·Listed as Endangered in 1973

·Down listed to Threatened in 1978

·$ÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ#ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ 3ÔÁÔÅ &ÉÓÈȱ ÉÎ Ϋγγή
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Metcalf et al. 
2007
·Molecular Ecology





Museum DNA project
Isolated DNA from 4 historic 

collection efforts

Hayden - 1871

Jordan - 1889

Cope - 1874 Hammond - 1856



Metcalf  et.al 2012



Greenback 
cutthroat trout

·Only one population of modern fish matches what 
was in South Platte museum specimens
·Ironically in the Arkansas Basin - as a result of 

stocking
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Big Thompson River @ Drake: 
11/19/2013
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Fish Passage




